
Good afternoon dear guests! I am very happy to welcome you at our top 

university. 

Zaporizhzhya National University, with its historic greatness, the beauty of 

academic buildings, rich campus are a real decoration of the city of Zaporizhzhya. 

Eight beautiful academic buildings, two of which, the first and the third are 

architectural monuments of local importance. On the territory of campus you can 

see "Tree of Desires", "Horseshoe of Happiness", a symbol of prosperity and 

happiness in the family "Storks" and monument to Yosyp Hladkyi, which 

symbolizes courage, a real honor and our pride. 

 Now we are near the first academic building of ZNU. 

 

 

 

 It was built in 1909. Then it was a male upper secondary school, which, 

incidentally, was, in addition to classrooms was a house church. Zaporizhzhya 

Pedagogical Institute has taken this building in 1938. Three years later, in May 

1941, in front of the first academic building constructed sculpture of Ukrainian 

Kobzar, Taras Shevchenko! During the war, part of the building, as well as the 

monument to the great Ukrainian writer, destroyed. In 1950, during restoration 



work, has changed the facade, and on the third floor added the premises of 

observatory to conduct astronomical observations. Already in 1955 the academic 

building was completely reconstructed. 

 Next it is situated a wonderful sports complex of ZNU.  

 

 

 

According to the recollections of witnesses academic building was built in 1982 

Zhukovskogo street. It is difficult to imagine without this buildings our campus, 

because its opening quarter of a century ago was a great event for teachers, staff 

and students of Zaporizhzhya State Pedagogical Institute. At that time university 

newspaper, «Pedagogue» printed the article of the 4th year student of the Faculty 

of History Eduard Bobrovytskyi. It is mentioned that the sports complex caused 

envy among students of other universities of the city and a natural pride of 

representatives of Zaporizhzhya State Pedagogical Institute, after all, for its 

construction have spent 1.3 million karbovantsiv (at that time it was a considerable 

amount) and, most importantly, for its construction worked not only professional 

builders but most teachers and students. 

 Before the sports complex rises "Wish Tree".  



 

"Wish Tree" presented to the native university graduates - specialists and masters 

of 2009. The tree sprouted like a stone through what symbolizes strength and 

power of the students, and, of course, because of their faith and desires. So, in 

order to the desire fulfilled, it is necessary to link faith with a symbolic ribbon on 

the branches of the tree. 

 Next we can see the monument to Yosyp Hladkyi.  

 



Several academic buildings, located on the campus of ZNU is on the place of 

Pylypivske Cemetery, where Yosyp Hladkyi is buried - the last ataman of 

Zaporizhzhya Cossacks, Danusian Sich ataman of Azov Cossack army, Major 

General. 

Cemetery was later destroyed and rebuilt many times Ataman grave. Place 

of burial pointed cross, which is a little further. 

Yosyp M. Hladkyi was born in 1789 in the village Melnyky of Poltava 

province in the family village headman. In 1851 ataman Yosyp Hladkyi resigned, 

and since 1862 he settled in the house of the eldest son in Oleksandrivsk. In the 

summer of 1866 he was died. 

On the creation of the monument has worked the known sculptor Volodymyr 

Filatov. 

Next it is situated the monument "Storks", which was opened in 2009. 

 

Since ancient times in Ukraine, white storks were a symbol of warmth, 

happiness and prosperity. If the house yard howled storks their nest, all know that 

in this house there is a peace and happiness. And our ancestors, Cossacks believed 

that in white storks is settled the souls of soldiers who gave their lives for the 

Motherland. We believe that it would take time before every academic building of 

Zaporizhzhya National University will national symbols of our beautiful state - 

Ukraine. 



 Very close we see the fourth academic building of ZNU.  

 

 

 

Previously, it consisted of two separate buildings: one was a hostel, and another - 

Institute of Teachers Excellence - it was transferred to Zaporizhzhya Pedagogical 

Institute only in 1981. 

Next it is situated the third educational building of ZNU - a building of the 

former girls' school, built in 1897 year. 

 

 

 



 It is as also male high school, contained a chapel. In 1930 the building was 

given to Pedagogical Institute. 

According to the recollections of witnesses in today's third academic 

building during the war based headquarters of the German Army "South" of 

Manstein Erich von Lewinsky. He recalled that in 1943 here was Adolf Hitler.  

The next academic building, which we can see, the sixth educational 

building of the university.  

 

 

 

Previously it was completely the hostel, even now in its preserved interior of 

Corridor system and the traditional arrangement of rooms.  

In front of academic building we can see the "Horseshoe of Happiness".  



 

The monument was opened on 1 September 2009. Horseshoe is a kind of 

cup that must be complete happiness. Horseshoe is a symbol of the great friendly 

family of university, brings success and courage, which symbolized the oak leaves, 

decorated the monument. In addition, horseshoe stands on the very spot where 

once stood a real "Tree of desires", so the best place filled with energy. For a boost 

of energy, you should become in the center of a horseshoe and take in both hands 

of its parts. 

 And completing our tour in front of the second academic building of 

Zaporizhzhya National University.  

 



Interestingly, this same place where premises of the former commercial 

school, built in 1905. Pedagogical Institute is located in this building since 1930. 

During the war, the former building commercial schools completely destroyed. On 

the same territory, which was empty more than 20 years after the war, appeared a 

new building is the second academic building. 

University - is the place where you want to return again and again. And I 

think that for our students those years, which they have spent at our university will 

be remembered for a lifetime. 

 


